
RESTORATION OF THE EXTERIOR DECOR OF THE PAVILLON 
FRAIS OF THE PETIT TRIANON THANKS TO THE SPONSORSHIP 
OF “THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF VERSAILLES”  

THE PUBLIC ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUSEUM AND 

NATIONAL ESTATE OF VERSAILLES AND “THE AMERI-

CAN FRIENDS OF VERSAILLES” INAUGURATE THE 

RESTORED EXTERIOR DECOR OF THE PAVILLON 

FRAIS OF THE PETIT TRIANON.

AFTER THE RESTORATION OF THE GROVE OF THE 

THREE FOUNTAINS, INAUGURATED IN 2004, THE 

CHARITABLE CORPORATION “THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF VERSAILLES”, WHOSE PRESIDENT IS 

CATHARINE HAMILTON, with the help of the Société des Amis de Versailles, wished to continue its 
sp onsorship in favour of the gardens of Versailles by enabling the rest oration of the exterior decor 
of the Pavillon Frais of Trianon.

Located in the southern part of the French Garden of Trianon, the Pavillon Frais, or 
Salon Frais, a mast erpiece combining architect ure and gardens, interior decors and botany, was 
built by Ange-Jacques Gabriel between 1751 and 1753 for Louis XV and Madame de Pompadour. It 
was used as a dining room where the product s of the dairy and the kitchen garden of Trianon were 
served. It was prolonged on each side by two arched trellis galleries forming a sort of cloist er of 
greenery punct uated with trees trimmed into topiary sp heres. It was framed by two small oval pools 
lined with boxtrees with palmette topiary designs. Having become very dilapidated by the end of the 
18th century, the Pavillon Frais and its trellis porticos were demolished in 1810, followed by its 
parterres and oval pools in 1813. Th e Pavillon was rebuilt in 1984, but the work only covered the 
st one building and its façades were decorated with simple trellis panels.

This restoration was undertaken after detailed studies were carried out, involving 
documentary research and technical surveys which enabled the const ruct ion programme to be 
drawn up for the reconst ruct ion of the diff erent elements of the architect ure, interior decoration, 
fountains and garden. Archaeological invest igations made on the site confi rmed the reliability and 
accuracy of the archive documents identifi ed as corresp onding to the project  of Ange-Jacques 
Gabriel and enabled the project  designers to identify point by point, detail by detail, the object ive 
reality of its diff erent components.
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Directed by Pierre-André Lablaude, Senior 

Architect of Historical Monuments, this 
fi rst  phase involved rest oring according to the 
original plan the parterre and its two oval pools, 
as well as the decorative trelliswork of the façades 
of the Pavillon with their fi rst  six crowning vases. 
Th is work must  now be prolonged by rest oring 
the trellis gallery around the parterre, as well as 
the interior decoration of the Pavillon.

This new action of «The American Friends of Versailles» in favour of the château de 
Versailles demonst rates the sp ecial interest  of Americans in Versailles, and the close links they have 
woven with it since the 18th century.

ABOUT “THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF VERSAILLES”

“The American Friends of Versailles” is a charitable corporation that was founded on 30 June 
1998 to promote and improve cultural relations between the United States and France, and 
particularly Versailles.

A sister organisation of the Société des Amis de Versailles, its mission st atement is to 
encourage Americans to support the Palace of Versailles, not only via sp ecifi c rest oration project s for 
the Château and the gardens, but also in the form of cultural exchanges between the two countries in 
the fi elds of education, garden architect ure and music.
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