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This is an exhibition that will reveal a new image of Versailles, an unexpected facet: it was a 

place where the presence of the sciences was manifested in the most varied forms. The 

exhibition features works and instruments from the old royal collections, spectacular 

achievements of beauty and intelligence, that will be brought together for the first time 

in an original and innovative staging-design: Versailles, always at the cutting edge of 

technology!

The sciences were under the tutelage of Versailles. Under the impetus of Colbert, the royal 
power became aware of the st akes involved in scientifi c research. Th e founding of the Académie des 
Sciences est ablished a new contract  between the power and the scientifi c community whose work 
had to serve the good of the kingdom. Th e Observatoire, fi nanced by the royal treasury, gave decisive 
momentum to the resolution of the quest ion of longitudes which engrossed researchers throughout 
the 18th century, and whose st rategic importance was then comparable to that of our modern 
research on the atom: a manifest ation among so many others in the most  diverse fi elds of the 
emergence of a genuine scientifi c policy.

Versailles, a place of exchanges between scientists... Many scientist s, including the most  
renowned, frequented the court for extended periods as tutors to the princes, health offi  cers and 
engineers of the army and navy, etc. Diderot and d’Alembert met in the mezzanine of doct or 
Quesnay, Madame de Pompadour’s personal physician. In the king’s presence, the Abbé Nollet and 
Benjamin Franklin confronted their theories. And some courtiers became real experts in their fi eld.

A place for experimentation in sciences and techniques and their applications... Th e 
huge scope of the “Versailles” project  raised new scientifi c, technical and sanitary quest ions: 
members of the Académie were consulted. In return, Versailles off ered resources for research: the 
Menagerie and its rare animals were at the disp osal of anatomist s, the Trianon est ate was available 
to botanist s, zoologist s and agronomist s, while the Grandes Écuries (st ables) saw the emergence of 
farriery, the prelude to veterinary science...
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Publication
Collect ive work edited by Béatrix Saule and
Catherine Arminjon
24 x 28 cm, paperback with fl aps
300 pages, 300 colour illust rations
Price: about €49 
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Publication date: 15 Oct ober 2010

Information
Tel. : 00 33 1 30 83 78 00 
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Pract ical information 
Opening times: 
- until 31 Oct ober from 9:00 am to 6:30 pm (last  
admission: 6:00 pm).
- from 1 November from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm (last  
admission: 5:00 pm)
Tickets: €15, reduced rate: €13.
Audioguide included.

A place of teaching and practical learning... New teaching methods were devised for the 
princes, using tools derived from the latest  research. Th e same applied to the personal pract ices of 
the kings. Although Louis XIV saw himself as a protect or of the sciences, as he was of the arts, 
without pract ising them, in contrast , his successors, both Louis XV and Louis XVI, were true 
connoisseurs; and the inst ruments and scientifi c books in their collect ions are recognised as 
mast erpieces of art and science.

A place of demonstration. A presentation made to the king or a demonst ration before the court, 
a supreme consecration that was the equivalent of a Nobel prize, off ered scientist s the opportunity 
of obtaining grants for pursuing research work or fi nding commercial outlets for their inventions. 
Th e fl ight of the fi rst  Montgolfi er balloon is well known, but many others have been forgotten, such 
as the experiment with the “miroir ardent” (burning mirror) before Louis XIV or, in the following 
reign, the elect ricity experiment in the Hall of Mirrors.

The exhibition has benefitted from the expertise of the most outstanding historians of 

the sciences, close collaboration with prestigious scientific and art heritage 

institutions that are the heirs to the royal foundations, truly exceptional loans, and 

staging-design that proposes evocation, reconstruction and immersion tools for 

visitors.

Th is exhibition was produced thanks to the sp onsorship of         and 
With the technological support of Samsung.


