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to the Versailles of Louis XIV!

Versailles, a "permanent building site"!

The Palace of Versailles was built

by Louis XIIl — originally as a country
house, from which to go hunting in
the neighbouring forests! Back then,
the roofs were slate and the walls were
made from brick and stone. Louis XIV
adored it and moved his Court here in

1682. He carried out major works to
extend and improve the residence.
Architects wanted to adapt and
modernise the Palace, but many of
their projects were never built.
Discover Versailles as it never was —
but could have been!

BN  Jules Hardouin-Mansart's “Grand Design"
CHIMNEY'S PROJECT

THE VARIOUS
CHIMNEYS WERE TO

W Architect Tules
Hovdouin-ManSort.

BE INSTALLED ON He. deSigned
THE EXTENSIVES The Chapel of
LeS InvalideS

in Pawis.

Lowis X1V,
alSo known
oS the Sun Kino

PROJECT FOR AN EXTRA FLOOR
AND PROPOSED DOME

PAVILION.... .

------ < Jules Hardouin-Mansart's
projects never saw
the light of day... Because
of a lack of funds, but also
because Louis XIV was tired
of living in a permanent
building site and did not
wish to embark on yet
more major works.

.. AND A MORE
IMPRESSIVE VERSION,
7 WITH THE DOME, THE VIEW
FROM THE COURTYRRD

SIMPLER

VERSION... 4 WOULD HAVE BEEN

MAGNIFICENT! | ADDED
MORE ORNATE DECORR-
TION... MORE REGAL,
| wouLD sAy!

SR Delightful dream gardens

The gardens at Versailles have been redesigned many
times. The painter Charles Le Brun drew a plan for fountains
around Latona’s Fountain. Latona is a character from Roman
mythology, who was the mother of Apollo and Diana and
was forced to flee by Juno... Le Brun imagined 17 alcoves,
each containing statues representing gods and rivers...
None of this was ever built, undoubtedly because

of money problems and disagreements between

the building specialists at Versailles.

Which character,
N close to Louis XIV,
\ played an important role
during the works?
To find out,
solve this rebus...
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SCULPTURES FOUNTRINS

LE BRUN PROJECT FOR HORSESHOE FOUNTRINS
p==# AROUND LATONA'S FOUNTRIN
ey ==

THE "HORSESHOE"
.—AROUND THE FOUNTRIN,
" MARKING THE TRANSITION

BETWEEN THE UPPER PART
AND THE LOWER PART
OF THE GARDENS.

NEPTUNE

THE TRIDENT,
NEPTUNE'S
FAVORITE

ACCESSORY! " NEPTONE,

THE GOD OF THE SEA,
WAS ONE OF LATONA'S
PROTECTORS: THANKS
TO HIM, SHE WAS ABLE
TO FIND REFUGE ON THE
ISLANDS OF DELOS AND
GIVE BIRTH T0 APOLLO
AND DIANA.

CharleS Le Brun




Louis XV'S

GAME \N THE ARCHITECT'S
SHOES!

Put these architecture terms
in the right place to correctly

From despair to hope

Work came to a halt following the death of Louis XIV in 1715.
Later, in the middle of the 18th century, architect Ange-Jacques Gabriel
presented his "Grand Project” to Louis XV...

PROJECT TO REBUILD THE FACADES OVERLOOKING

THE COURTYARD OF THE PALACE "GIANT ORDER" =
OF VERSAILLES IN 1753 THE COLUMNS ROSE THE ROOF 1S HIDDEN

SEVERAL STOREYS HIGH BY A BALUSTRADE

CHECK ouT
THIS IMPRESSIVE
RECTANGULAR
COURTYARD... THIS 1S
WHAT PEOPLE WERE
ABLE TO SEE FROM
OUTSIDE!

REMEMBER? JULES

g,
&S e
e HARDOUIN-MANSART HAD i e N
R SUGCESTED AN IDENTICAL |
DOME T0 Louss XIV,
NO DOUBT THAT'S
WHERE GRERIEL COT

THE IDEA...

King Louis XV,
known oS

“the Beloved".

He WoS paSSionate
about Sciencel

Architect Anoe-TocqueS Gabriel. Among other projects, he built Place
de lo. Concorde, in PariS, and the Petit Trianon and Opera HouSe ot VerSailles!

describe Ange-Jacques
Gabriel’s project...
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This "Grand Project" effectively

* began with the construction of the New Wing
beside the chapel... But it was interrupted
by the death of Louis XV in 1774.

e Colonnade
* Dome

* Pediment
e Pavilion
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| replaced
the Government
wing...
| feature a large staircase,
whose construction

was completed
in 1985...

Who am I?
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 Marie-JoSeph Peyre

Long live
the Greeks
and Romans

M-J PEYRE'S Here, too, it’s clear
PROJECT B % = the architects drew

inspiration from classical

antiquity: columns,

. = mental staircases like

- - =/ | ; .' = ‘ - grgt‘:’?!uﬁnd ina Grgek temple,
Motivated architects - e : . » | A,

' the desire for symme ry

. . . . . and straight lines, etc.
By the time Louis XVI became king, the Palace was in need of modernisation

and harmonisation. So, together with his Director-General of Buildings,
the Comte d'Angiviller, he launched a grand competition! The architects
came up with very different projects in response to this call for ideas...

“TRAJAN"-TYPE COLUMNS
(INSPIRED BY THE 40 METRES HIGH COLUMN

E-L BOULLEE'S IN TRAJAN'S FORUM, IN FOME)
PROJECT oo :

ROSTRAL il
COLMNS N\
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Jean-Frangois
Heurtier

What happened next?

In the early 19th century, the Emperor Napoleon planned to restore
Versailles so that he could move in there. As a result, there were
lots of projects, such as those proposed by Alexandre Dufour and
Pierre Fontaine. But then Napoleon went off to war in 1812...

------ %  And so the work was
< abandoned. In 1814, the
"‘old wing" was demolished
by Louis XVIII. The Dufour
Pavilion was built in its
place, but it wasn't actually
finished until ... 2016!

LouiS XVI.
Born and married in VerSailles,
he Spent almoSt all of his time there!

Crazy plans... cut short!

Some of the projects were completely unrealistic, such as Boullée's!
The architect suggested a utopian monument — a fanciful construction...
n And then, in 1789, the French Revolution happened, whereupon
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/ KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED! _

From the exhibition documents,

GHME find which projects feature
the following:

all the works taking place at Versailles were interrupted. Pierre-Adrien Paris | The python . The Emperor's 3. Statues 7
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Which of these three illustrations
is of a rostral column?

Why did Louis XllI
build the first
residence at Versailles?

) Who was
a. To go hunting the Comte
in the local forests. d'Angiviller?

b. To be abl_e to see his Versailles a. Louis XVI's stonemason.
cousins more often.
b. The last Director-General

c. To get some fresh air: of the King's Buﬂdlngs

he was asthmatic.
c. Versailles’ fountains expert.

Who was
Le Vau? - S

a. Louis XIV's @ Qe
favourite sculptor. i t t $
b. One of Louis XIV's %

main architects.

c. The painter who did
the best-known portrait

Colbert! (Coal/Bear) One of Louis XIV's ministers. As superintendent of the King's buildings, he often preferred to save

money rather than pay for the projects of the architect Louis Le Vau... When Colbert died, Louvois became the new superintendent. His favourite archi-

of Louis XIV.
Who was Jacques V Gabriel, - > After . ¥
the father of the French Revolution, |
Ange-Jacques Gabriel? where were Versailles’ artworks

moved to?
a. The Court baker.

b. Louis XV's best friend.

c. His son’s predecessor
as Versailles architect. c. The Louvre.

a. The Palace of Fontainebleau.

totheg

b. Les Invalides.

tect was Jules Hardouin-Mansart. In the architect’s shoes: A: Pavilion, B: Pediment, C: Dome, D: Colonnade. Puzzle: the New Wing, now called the

Gabriel Wing! Keep your eyes peeled: 1. In the sculptures planned by Le Brun for the horseshoe fountains. 2. In a project for the fagade by Alexandre

Dufour and Pierre Fontaine. 3. At the entrance to the Palace, in the project by Pierre Adrien Paris. Quiz: 1, a; 2, b; 3, ¢c; 4, ¢; 5, b; 6, .

enl

Practical information
Where? The Palace of Versailles, Upper Stone Gallery, North Wing. % V’P—‘
Entry to the Palace and to exhibitions is free for European Union \q
residents aged under 26! When? From 4 May to 4 August 2019. _l ]
The Palace is open every day, except Mondays and 1 May, g

-

from 9 am to 6.30 pm. To find out more, please visit: -
www.chateauversailles.fr

Réalisé par les Opérations Spéciales de Bayard Media Développement pour Le Chiteau de Versailles.
Directeur : jean-jacques.benezech@bayardmedia fr. Coordinatrice : Adélaide Jeanson. Textes : Lucie de La Héronniére.
8 Maquette : Laurence McCormack. lllustrateur : Laurent Audouin. Crédits : Couv. 3 p.3 : © Chéteau de Versailles (distr. RMN-Grand Palais) /Christophe Fouin - © Archives nationales (France),
Chéteau de Versailles (distr. RMN-Grand Palais)/EPV, p.5 : © Chateau de Versailles (distr. RMN-Grand Palais) /Jean-Marc Manai - © Archives nationales (France),
p.6-7: ©Chéteau de Versailles (distr. RMN-Grand Palais) /Christophe Fouin - ®Bibliothéque nationale de France. Imprimé par Imprimerie Fabrégue. Avril 2019




