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King’s Great Stables

CHATEAU DE VERSAILLES



| In the background of the painting are the stables as seen from the Palace of \ersailles. They are shaped like horseshoe.
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The Coaches gallery at the Palace of Versailles is located in the King's Great Stables.

The first modern coaches appeared in France around 1665, during the reign of Louis XIV.
Before that people got around on foot or on horseback. The collection at Versailles,

one of the largest in Europe, does not present travel coaches, but rather richly decorated
gala carriages to show off the King or Emperor’s power at grand ceremonies throughout
French History: baptisms, marriages, coronations and funerals. Some are real masterpieces
made by the greatest artists at Court. Most of the coaches were destroyed during the
French Revolution, before making a comeback under the Empire and the Restauration.

In 1871, with the return of the Republic, coaches were abandoned in favour of
Presidential cars, horse-drawn carriages in a more sober style, but very elegant.
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This painting shows the inside of the
Small Stables with their huge vaults. 2




Two small animals
pulled the little carriage
belonging to Dauphin
Louis-Charles.

What were they?

O cats

O mice

O goats

A young aristocrat’s sled in 1729.
A fun and practical way of getting
around on the snow!

As symbols of royal power, the coaches
were destroyed during the French
Revolution. The children’s cars, sedan
chairs and sleds with their fabulous
shapes that we can see here are all
that remains from the Ancien Régime.
In winter, the King and his courtesans
held sled races in the gardens of
Versailles. Louis XV drove his so fast
that the duchesses were afraid to ride
with him! Later on, Marie-Antoinette
organised rides with snacks. In fact,
Versailles was the only court in Europe
where women could drive their own sleds!
The little berline belonging to
Louis-Joseph, the first Dauphin

(died in 1789), was pulled by a valet;
and the little carriage belonging to
Louis-Charles, the future Louis XVII,
by two small animals.

The little carriage belonging to Louis-Charles,
the future Louis XVII.



The largest number of coaches in the collection date
from Napoleon |. They were used on 2 April 1810
for his wedding with Marie-Louise of Austria. That day,

Look at the symbols 40 luxury berline carriages and more than 240 horses

of power drawn below drove down the Champs-Elysées to the Tuileries Garden.
and have fun finding Like the kings before him, he showed off his strength
them on the coaches. and power through the grandeur and beauty of the
Assign the King and parade. The Emperor really wanted to do better than
the Emperor their insignia. the old kings since, for this kind of event, the Bourbons

only used 30 coaches!

e EMPEROR
KING ®



Twelve days of festivities!
That's what it took to
celebrate the baptism

of the Duke of Bordeaux,
the last and only heir

of the Bourbons, whose
unexpected birth

(29 September 1820)
came five months after
the assassination of

his father, the Duke of Berry.

His baptism was celebrated
with great fanfare:

27 carriages formed

the parade, preceded

and followed by the Royal
Horse Guards. In the centre,
the berline carriage with

the child on his governess’s
knees, next to his sister,
Mademoiselle d’Artois.

The baby represented

the future of the monarchy.
That is why his baptism was
organised with such pomp.

The Duke of Bordeaux in his precious crib, watched
over by his older sister, Mademoiselle d’Artols.

The baptism was celebrated
at the cathedral in Paris.
What is its name?

O Sainte-Foy
O Saint-Pierre
O Notre-Dame

The Duke

of Bordeaux
only reigned
for seven
days under
the name

of Henri V.



The tismph of, Charles 28

O

The wheels are decorated
with lion heads, symbolising
strength and power.

An ingenious mechanism
keeps the head upright

as the wheel turns.



The funeral coach
of Louis XVIII.

In‘the centre,

the kings coffin lies
on a purple coat
decorated with
fleurs-de-lis and

is covered by

a black velvet
shroud.

Impressive in its “majesty and sadness” according
to those who were there, Louis XVIII's funeral
coach is the only royal hearse preserved in France.
Here again, the pomp of the funeral honoured the
glory of the French monarchy. On 23 September
1824, seven days after the sovereign’s death,

a huge procession (2.4 km — 1.5 miles!) set off
for the Abbey of Saint-Denis, where the Kings of
France have been laid to rest since the Middle

Ages. Its departure was announced by firing
101 cannons. The hearse was drawn by 8 horses YY) Detail of an angel on

. . A K& o the roof of the hearse.
covered in black velvet embroidered with golden He is tipping a torch
fleurs-de-lis. The chiefs of staff of the armed over; a symbol of death

forces opened the march, preceded by 400 poor
people dressed in black. Then came the carriages What was the relationship

of the officers of the royal household and, between Louis XVI,

just ahead of the funeral coach, the fourteen Louis XVIII and Charles X?
carriages of the royal family, etc. Burial took O They were best friends
place 40 days after transfer of the body O They were cousins

to Saint-Denis, in keeping with tradition. O They were brothers
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A SHORT LEXICON
OF THE VARIOUS MODELS
OF HORSE-DRAWN CARRIAGES

Berline @ Landau e

Coach e Litter @ - .
Soufflet ®

Coupe @

Vinaigrette @ l*l

There were already
many different vehicle
models back then.
This is a soufflet.
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Many artisans are involved

in making a coach. The coach
builder was in charge of
producing the entire vehicle,

but he also worked with a vehicle
designer, a joiner, a wheelwright,

a sculptor, a painter, a gilder,
a metalworker, a mirror-maker,
a lantern-maker and a saddler
and harness-maker, etc.

In all, 25 different professions
were involved. Their expertise
was such that, from the 17th
to the 19th centuries,

the quality and elegance

of French carriage-making were
famous throughout Europe!

An 18th century saddler’s workshop.
Engraving published in Diderot and
dAlembert’s Encyclopédie.
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Find the professions in bold print
in the text. They may be written
forward, backward, horizontally,
vertically or diagonally.
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This table will help you understand the genealogy of the kings and
emperors mentioned in this booklet. Power was normally transmitted
from father to son, unless the heir died first. Louis XV (1710-1774),
Marie-Antoinette (1755-1793) and the Duke of Bordeaux (1820-
1883) have been forgotten — put them in their proper place.

—
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Louis X1V P
(1638 - 1715)

great grandson of Louis XIV Napoléon |

(1769 - 1821)  Bonaparte
r h 1+ Empire (1778 - 1846)
Louis XVI Louis X VIII Charles X Brother of Napoleon 1*
(1754 - 1793) (1755 - 1824) (1757 - 1836)

orandson of Louis XV The Restauration The Restauration
grandson of Louis XV grandson of Louis XV

o Duke of Berry
| Marie-Therese (1776 - 1820)

of France
(1778 - 1851)

Napoléon Il Napoléeon Il
King of Rome (1808 - 1873)

2™ Empire
(1811 - 1832) Nephew of Na‘;deon 1

— Louis—Joseph
(1781 - 1789)

| Louis XVII
(1785 - 1795)
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